64                 HERMAN MELVILLE

Mrs. M. & the children who had been to a visit to her Mother
at Albany since 6th April, having joined me on this day, to
my great joy."

Three months after Allan's moving to "the greatest uni-
versal mart in" the world/' Maria presented him with a third
child, and second son, who was christened after Maria's
brother, Herman. At this time, Allan seems to have accepted
the excitements of childbirth so casually that Melville's birth
passed unrecorded in his father's journal. The first surviv-
ing record of Melville's existence is unromantic enough. In
a letter dated October 7, 1820, Allan wrote: "Helen Marie
suffers most fr%n what we term the whooping cough but which
I am sometimes suspicious is only influenza. But Gansevoort
and Herman are as yet slightly affected."

At this time, Allan seems to have prospered in business, for
OB September 20, 1820, he reported to his mother: "We have
hired a cook & nurse and only want a waiter to complete oar
domestic establishment.*'

Herman's infancy seems to have been untroubled by any
event more startling than a growing aggregation of brothers
and sisters, occasional trips to Boston, and periodic pilgrim-
ages to Albany with his mother to be exhibited to his grand-
mother Gansevoort. There are frequent references to his ail-
ing health. In April, 1824, Allan complains that "Gansevoort
has lost much of his ruddy appearance, while Herman who has
never entirely regained his health again looks pale, thin and
dejected."

At this time Allan signed "a 4 yrs. lease at $300 per annum
freerof taxes, for a new brick 2 story house replete with con-
veniences, to be handsomely furnished in the most modern
style under my own direction & a vacant lot of equal size at-
tached to it which will be invaluable as a play ground for the
children. It is situated in Bleecker, the first south, and par-
allel to Bond St. ... An open, dry & elevated location equi-
distant from Broadway & the Bowery, in plain sight of both
& almost uniting the advantages of town & country, but its
distance from iny store, nearly two miles, will compel me to
dme from my family most of the time, a serious objection tot me ?
